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(Tt is) a program that recognizes that children have (an innate) sense of
the sacred. The program nurtures (this spirituality). ” "U’i added that
the approach will bring “consistency and structure” to the current minis-
try, building upon the loving spirit of its teachers. (To kick-start the revi-
talized Sunday School, Liz will be the storyteller during the first part of
the November 13 service. David Gierlach will lead this part of the Sun-

day service and Liz will return to perform the Eucharist.)

Essentially the Godly Play approach—which is currently being used by
many Christian churches—involves the two key roles of storyteller and
doorperson. When parents bring their child to Ho’okano Hall, they are
greeted by the doorperson who welcomes and quietly escorts the child
to a circle of children around the storyteller. The doorperson aids in
creating a warm loving environment conducive for the child to learn. By

introducing the child to the circle the Godly Play community builds until
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SERVING GOD ON THE ALTAR: ACOLYTES AND YOUTH SUNDAY

Another way St. John’s helps in guiding the growth of our children is by
giving positions of responsibility during the worship service as an aco-
lyte. The Acolyte Ministry is one of the oldest in the Church, dating to
its earliest years, and is open to interested youth. During every worship
service, a rotation of young acolytes are responsible for attending to the
candles on the altar, carrying the cross in procession, serving the ele-
ments to the Celebrant at the Eucharist and serving the clergy and staff
in whatever way may be required. These responsibilities, in tumn, instill in
the youth the sacredness of serving God on the altar.

More recently St. John’s is aiming to make youth-led services a quarterly
event. Organized by Ui, each of the youth took different responsibili-
ties during the first portion of the service as either a Layreader, Emcee,
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such intra-church program is called New Beginnings. This year, St.
John’s sponsored four of our youth—"Akahi, Ryan, Pili and Tyson—
to attend the weekend-long event at Camp Mokuleia from October 7
through 9. Geared towards those in grades seven through nine, it is de-
signed to address issues and concerns of today’s youth and to help par-
ticipants grow 1n their love of themselves, others, and our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Jump forward to October 23’s youth service, and New Beginnings adult
sponsor Dawn Yadao introduced the youths to share what they learned
from the experience. One by one, the four publicly thanked the congre-
gation for their support and prayers. They shared about their initial awk-
wardness in meeting other kids that gradually became new friends and
other lessons they’ve personally learned. To top it off, they entertained
everyone with a camp song they learned while at New Beginnings—a
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If you are reading this, wondenng about your place in this world, per-
haps this is something to strongly consider. What is my God-given talent?
What personally drives and compels meé Do I have a love and talent for music or the
arts? Am 1 exceellent in business matters? Do I have a great rapport with children or
adults? How can 1 use what 1 love to do already to serve God and athers?

Consider these questions as a sign leading us to what God 1s compelling
us to do with our lives. Consider them as St. John’s works steadily to-
wards becoming a healthier church of individuals with different gifts,
working towards the common goal of serving God. Consider these
questions as a wake-up call to the ministry you can best serve. Consider
Jesus Christ himself, as he lived his earthly life glorifying God 24/7 in
everything he did.

[ln future chapters, | will explore different types of ministries of which St. John's
is currently involved. Perfiaps it is a ministry that you yourself considered involy-












aloha e komo maji
welcome ¢o st. john’s by-the-sea
episcopal church

Sunday Morning
Services
9:30am

Thanksgiving
Service

11.24.05, Thursday
9:30am

Healing Ministry
Services
(Anointing and
prayer service)
1st and 3rd
Wednesdays,
6:30pm




